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Budget Approval Process 
(State of Maine Law - Title 20A Sections 1482 thru 1489)

§1482.  Budget preparation
1.  Preparation by regional school unit board.  A regional school unit board shall annually prepare a budget for:
A.  Operational costs;  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
B.  Bonds falling due;  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
C.  Interest on bonds or other obligations;  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
D.  Rentals and other charges in a contract; and  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
E.  Temporary loans.  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
2.  Distribution.  At least 7 days before a regional school unit budget meeting, the regional school unit board shall make available to the legislative body 

responsible for final budget approval and residents of the regional school unit a detailed budget document.  The detailed budget document must include a summary of 
anticipated revenues and estimated school expenditures.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

§1483.  Regional school unit budget; budget formats
1.  Content.  Beginning with the budget for the 2008-2009 school year, a regional school unit shall include in its budget document:
A.  The regional school unit's total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12, its non-state-funded debt service, if any, and any 
additional expenditures authorized by law;  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
B.  A summary of anticipated revenues and estimated school expenditures for the fiscal year; and  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
C.  The following statement, including the estimated dollar amount of state retirement payments: "This budget does not include the estimated amount of 
$....... in employer share of teacher retirement costs that is paid directly by the State."  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

§1484.  Checklist required
Beginning with the budget for the 2008-2009 school year, prior to a vote on articles dealing with regional school unit appropriations, the moderator of a 

regular or special regional school unit budget meeting shall require the clerk or secretary of the regional school unit board to make a checklist of the 
registered voters present. The number of voters listed on the checklist is conclusive evidence of the number present at the meeting.  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. 
XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
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Budget Approval Process 
(State of Maine Law - Title 20A Sections 1482 thru 1489)

§1485.  Cost center summary budget format
After January 31, 2008, the format of the annual budget of a regional school unit must be in accordance with this section.  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 

(NEW).]
1.  Cost center summary budget format.  The regional school unit budget must consist of the following cost centers and supporting data:
A.  Expenditures:

(1)  Regular instruction; (2)  Special education;
(3)  Career and technical education; (4)  Other instruction, including summer school and extracurricular  instruction;
(5)  Student and staff support; (6)  System administration;
(7)  School administration; (8)  Transportation and buses;
(9)  Facilities maintenance; (10)  Debt service and other commitments; and
(11)  All other expenditures, including school lunch; 
 [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

B.  Revenue sources:
(1)  Total education costs appropriated pursuant to section 15690, subsection 1;
(2)  Non-state-funded debt service costs approved pursuant to section 15690, subsection 2, if any; and
(3)  Additional local funds, if any, approved pursuant to section 15690, subsection 3, paragraph A;  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

C.  A summary of total regional school unit expenditures;  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
D.  Other optional local data showing the amount and percentage of changes proposed in the state allocation, the local share and the total regional school unit 
budget and related information determined appropriate by the regional school unit board of directors;  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
E.  Data similar to that provided in paragraph A for a high-performing regional school unit of a size and demographic profile determined by the department that 
is comparable to the regional school unit; and  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
F.  For fiscal year 2008-09, data documenting state and local savings from the reorganization to regional school units and the resulting mill rate reduction for 
each municipality.  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
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Budget Approval Process 
(State of Maine Law - Title 20A Sections 1482 thru 1489)

§1485.  Cost center summary budget format (Continued)

1-A.  Instructional expenditures transition; annual targets.  Each school administrative unit shall meet the annual targets for the direct instruction percentage 
share of total General Fund expenditures as follows:

A.  For fiscal year 2018-19, the target is 61%;  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §4 (NEW).]
B.  For fiscal year 2019-20, the target is 63%;  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §4 (NEW).]
C.  For fiscal year 2020-21, the target is 65%;  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §4 (NEW).]
D.  For fiscal year 2021-22, the target is 67%; and  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §4 (NEW).]
E.  For fiscal year 2022-23 and succeeding years, the target is 70%.  [PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §4 (NEW).]

For the purposes of this subsection, "direct instruction" means those expenditures in subsection 1, paragraph A for regular instruction, special education instruction, 
career and technical education instruction and other instruction including summer school instruction and extracurricular instruction as defined in the State's 
accounting handbook for local school systems.
[PL 2017, c. 284, Pt. C, §4 (NEW).]

2.  Budget warrant.  The warrant articles presented to the legislative body of the regional school unit for approval of the regional school unit budget must 
correspond to the categories of the cost center summary budget described in subsection 1. In addition to expenditure and revenue cost center summary totals, the 
regional school unit board shall provide to voters a reasonably detailed breakdown for each major subcategory within each budget category. The department shall 
adopt routine technical rules pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A defining and establishing the content of those informational subcategories.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

3.  Budget approval.  A regional school unit's cost center summary budget must be approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and by a budget 
validation referendum as provided in section 1486.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

4.  Transfer between budget cost center lines.  During the year for which the budget is approved using the cost center summary budget format, the regional 
school unit board may transfer an amount not exceeding 5% of the total appropriation for any cost center to another cost center or among other cost centers without 
voter approval.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
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Budget Approval Process 
(State of Maine Law - Title 20A Sections 1482 thru 1489)

§1485.  Cost center summary budget format (Continued)

5.  Additional state subsidy.  The warrant presented to the legislative body of the regional school unit at a regional school unit budget meeting may 
include an article or articles providing that, in the event that the regional school unit receives more state education subsidy than the amount included in 
its budget, the regional school unit board is authorized to use all or part of the additional subsidy to:

A.  Increase expenditures for school purposes in cost center categories approved by the regional school unit board.  If that article is approved by the 
voters at the budget meeting, the regional school unit board may increase expenditures for school purposes in cost center categories approved by the 
regional school unit board as provided in the article, without holding a special budget meeting and budget validation referendum;  [PL 2015, c. 463, 
§1 (NEW).]
B.  Increase the allocation of finances in a reserve fund. If that article is approved by the voters at the budget meeting, the regional school unit board 
may increase the allocation of finances for a reserve fund approved by the regional school unit board as provided in the article, without holding a 
special budget meeting and budget validation referendum; or  [PL 2015, c. 463, §1 (NEW).]
C.  Decrease the local cost share expectation, as defined in section 15671-A, subsection 1, paragraph B, for local property taxpayers for funding 
public education. If that article is approved by the voters at the budget meeting, the regional school unit board may decrease the local cost share 
expectation for local property taxpayers approved by the regional school unit board as provided in the article, without holding a special budget 
meeting and budget validation referendum.  [PL 2015, c. 463, §1 (NEW).]

[PL 2015, c. 463, §1 (NEW).]

§1486.  Budget validation referendum
After January 31, 2008, the procedure for approval of the annual budget of a regional school unit must be in accordance with this section and section 

1485.  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
1.  Budget validation.  Following development of the annual regional school unit budget and approval at a regional school unit budget meeting as       
provided in section 1485, a referendum must be held in the regional school unit as provided in this section to allow the voters to validate or reject the 
total budget adopted at the regional school unit budget meeting
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Budget Approval Process 
(State of Maine Law - Title 20A Sections 1482 thru 1489)

§1486.  Budget validation referendum (Continued)

1.  Budget validation.  Every 3 years, the voters in a regional school unit shall consider continued use of the budget validation referendum 
process. The warrant at the budget validation referendum in the 3rd year following adoption or continuation of the referendum process must 
include an article by which the voters of the school administrative unit may indicate whether they wish to continue the process for another 3 
years. The warrant for the referendum to validate the fiscal year 2010-11 budget is deemed the 3rd-year warrant.  A vote to continue retains the 
process for 3 additional years A vote to discontinue the process ends its use beginning with the following budget year and prohibits its 
reconsideration for at least 3 years.
An article to consider reinstatement of the budget validation referendum process may be placed on a warrant for a referendum vote by either a 
majority vote of the regional school unit board or a written petition filed with the regional school unit board by at least 10% of the number of 
voters voting in the last gubernatorial election in the municipalities in the school administrative unit.  The regional school unit board shall place 
the article on the next scheduled warrant or an earlier one if determined appropriate by the regional school unit board.  If adopted by the voters, 
the budget validation referendum process takes effect beginning in the next budget year or the following budget year if the adoption occurs less 
than 90 days before the start of the next budget year.  Once approved by the voters, the budget validation referendum process may not be 
changed for 3 years. [PL 2011, c. 171, §3 (AMD).]

2.  Validation referendum procedures.  The budget validation referendum must be held on or before the 30th calendar day following the 
scheduled date of the regional school unit budget meeting. The referendum may not be held on a Sunday or legal holiday.  The vote at 
referendum is for the purpose of approving or rejecting the total regional school unit budget approved at the regional school unit budget meeting.  
The regional school unit board shall provide printed information to be displayed at polling places to assist voters in voting.  That information is 
limited to the total amounts proposed by the regional school unit board for each cost center summary budget category article, the amount 
approved at the regional school unit budget meeting, a summary of the total authorized expenditures and, if applicable because of action on an 
article under section 15690, subsection 3, paragraph A, a statement that the amount approved at the regional school unit budget meeting includes 
locally raised funds that exceed the maximum state and local spending target pursuant to section 15671-A, subsection 5.
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Budget Approval Process 
(State of Maine Law - Title 20A Sections 1482 thru 1489)

§1486.  Budget validation referendum (Continued)

2.  Validation referendum procedures.  If the legislative body of the regional school unit at the regional school unit budget meeting 
approves an article pursuant to section 1485, subsection 5, the substance of the article must be included in the printed information displayed at 
polling places for the budget validation referendum. [PL 2015, c. 463, §2 (AMD).]

3.  Budget validation referendum voting.  The method of calling and voting at a budget validation referendum is as provided in sections 
1502 and 1503, except as otherwise provided in this subsection or as is inconsistent with other requirements of this section.

A.  A public hearing is not required before the vote.  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
B.    [PL 2007, c. 668, §20 (RP).]
C.  The warrant and absentee ballots must be delivered to the municipal clerk no later than the day after the date of the regional 
school unit budget meeting.  [PL 2007, c. 668, §20 (AMD).]
D.  Absentee ballots received by the municipal clerk may not be processed or counted unless received on the day after the conclusion 
of the regional school unit budget meeting and before the close of the polls.  [PL 2007, c. 668, §20 (AMD).]
E.  All envelopes containing absentee ballots received before the day after the conclusion of the regional school unit budget meeting 
or after the close of the polls must be marked "rejected" by the municipal clerk.  [PL 2007, c. 668, §20 (AMD).]
F.  The article to be voted on must be in the following form:

(1)  "Do you favor approving the (name of regional school unit) budget for the upcoming school year that was adopted at the 
latest (name of regional school unit) budget meeting?

Yes No"  [PL 2009, c. 415, Pt. B, §7 (RPR).]

G.    [PL 2009, c. 415, Pt. B, §8 (RP).]
[PL 2009, c. 571, Pt. E, §4 (AMD).]
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Budget Approval Process 
(State of Maine Law - Title 20A Sections 1482 thru 1489)

§1486.  Budget validation referendum (Continued)

4.  Failure to approve budget.  If the voters do not validate the budget approved in the regional school unit budget meeting at the budget validation 
referendum vote, the regional school unit board shall hold another regional school unit budget meeting in accordance with this section and section 1485 
at least 10 days but no longer than 45 days after the referendum to vote on a budget approved by the regional school unit board. The budget approved at 
the regional school unit budget meeting must be submitted to the voters for validation at referendum in accordance with this section. The process must 
be repeated until a budget is approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and validated at referendum. If a budget is not approved and validated 
before July 1st of each year, section 1487 applies.
[PL 2011, c. 678, Pt. B, §1 (AMD).]

§1487.  Failure to pass budget
If a budget for the operation of a regional school unit is not approved prior to July 1st, the latest budget approved at a regional school unit budget 

meeting and submitted to the voters for validation at a referendum in accordance with section 1486 is automatically considered the budget for 
operational expenses for the ensuing year until a final budget is approved, except that, when the regional school unit board delays the regional school 
unit budget meeting, the operating budget must be approved within 30 days of the date the commissioner notifies the regional school unit board of the 
amount allocated to the regional school unit under section 15689-B, or the latest budget submitted by the regional school unit board becomes the 
operating budget for the next school year until a budget is approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and validated at a referendum. If the 
budget of a regional school unit is not approved and validated before July 1st and the officers of any affected municipality determine that the property 
taxes must be committed in a timely manner to the collector pursuant to Title 36, section 709, the municipal assessor or assessors may commit the 
property taxes on the basis of the latest budget approved at a regional school unit budget meeting and submitted to the voters for validation at a 
referendum in accordance with section 1486.  [PL 2007, c. 668, §21 (AMD).]
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Budget Approval Process 
(State of Maine Law - Title 20A Sections 1482 thru 1489)

§1488.  Special budget meeting
The regional school unit board may call a special budget meeting when it declares that an emergency exists. The voters of the regional school unit 

may authorize the regional school unit board at a special regional school unit budget meeting to expend additional funds from the regional school unit's 
undesignated fund balance or to pledge the credit of the regional school unit to obtain additional money for the operation of schools. A special budget 
meeting held on or after July 1, 2008 must be conducted in accordance with sections 1485 and 1486.  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

§1489.  Regional school unit assessments
Regional school unit assessments must follow the procedures set out in this section.  [PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
1.  Warrant.  In accordance with the budget approved by the voters at an annual budget meeting and in substantially the same form as the warrant of 

the Treasurer of State for taxes, the regional school unit board shall issue its warrants to the assessors of each member municipality requiring them to 
assess upon the taxable estates within the municipality an amount that is that municipality's share of the regional school unit's costs.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

2.  Commitment.  The municipal assessors shall commit the assessment to the constable or collector. Constables and collectors have the authority 
and powers to collect the regional school unit's taxes as is vested in them by law to collect state, county and municipal taxes.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

3.  Installments.  The regional school unit board shall notify the member municipalities of the monthly installments that will become payable during 
the fiscal year.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

4.  Payment.  A municipal treasurer shall pay the amount of the tax assessed in the fiscal year against the municipality to the treasurer of the regional 
school unit. The payments must be paid in monthly installments on or before the 20th of each month.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]

5.  Gifts.  A municipality may use the proceeds from gifts or trust funds allocated for educational purposes to pay its share of the assessment.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]



BUXTON        HOLLIS        LIMINGTON        STANDISH        FRYE ISLANDDecember 16, 2021

BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Maine School Administrative District No. 6
BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE

21

Budget Approval Process 
(State of Maine Law - Title 20A Sections 1482 thru 1489)

§1489.  Regional school unit assessments

6.  Enforcement.  If a municipal treasurer fails to pay the installment due, or any part, on the dates required, to initiate collection procedures, the 
treasurer of the regional school unit may notify the municipal treasurer of the failure to pay. Interest accrues on each unpaid installment at the rate 
established under Title 36, section 186 beginning on the 60th day after the date the installment is due under subsection 4. If payment of an installment is 
not made within 60 days after the due date, the treasurer of the regional school unit may initiate an action in Superior Court to compel payment of the 
delinquent installment. The court shall determine the amount owed by the municipality to the regional school unit and shall order the municipal 
treasurer to pay all delinquent installments, accrued interest and any court costs and reasonable attorney's fees incurred by the regional school unit. To 
ensure prompt payment of the delinquent installments, the court may require that amounts due to the municipality from the State under Title 30-A, 
section 5681 and Title 36, sections 578 and 685 be paid to the regional school unit until the amount determined by the court is satisfied. The court shall 
promptly notify the disbursing state agency of the determination and direct the agency to make the required change in payee and the amounts to be paid.  
If additional funds are needed to satisfy the amount determined by the court to be paid to the regional school unit, the court may order the attachment or 
trustee process and sale of real or personal property owned by the municipality or the attachment of the municipality's bank accounts or require property 
tax payments to the municipality to be turned over to the court and may pay the amount owed the regional school unit from the proceeds and return any 
excess to the municipality.
[PL 2007, c. 240, Pt. XXXX, §13 (NEW).]
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FISCAL FORECAST - ExpendituresITEM 6
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FISCAL FORECAST - Revenues



BUXTON        HOLLIS        LIMINGTON        STANDISH        FRYE ISLANDDecember 16, 2021

BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Maine School Administrative District No. 6
BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE

25

ITEM 7



BUXTON        HOLLIS        LIMINGTON        STANDISH        FRYE ISLANDDecember 16, 2021

BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Maine School Administrative District No. 6
BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE

26



BUXTON        HOLLIS        LIMINGTON        STANDISH        FRYE ISLANDDecember 16, 2021

BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Maine School Administrative District No. 6
BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE

27

›

Unless otherwise 
determined 

All meetings will  
be held at the 
Central Office 

Conference Room 
From  

6:00 to 7:30 pm 

Discuss Protocol 
For switching from 
An in-person to a 

Zoom Meeting 
format.

Via Zoom

ITEM 8
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THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 

PARTICIPATION! 
See you again on 
January 20, 2022


